
Backgg]k[d a[d jheZeh dg]jecj ideah

C]l]mbia   al][g qijh jhe gehj ]f jhe q]gld   faceh a [kmbeg ]f dem]ggadhic challe[geh jhaj if
[]j adefkajels addgehhed qill hape hig[ifica[j a[d [egajipe effecjh ][ ijh d]dklaji][ healjh�
S]cial� dem]ggadhic a[d edidemi]l]gical cha[geh hape dgamajicalls cha[ged jhe dema[d f]g
healjh hegpiceh i[ C]l]mbia� P]dklaji][ agei[g a[d jhe i[cgeahe i[ chg][ic diheaheh dgehe[j a
ggeaj challe[ge� ehdecialls i[ gkgal ageah� ah healjh dg]pihi][ ih lacki[g ]g hcagce a[d ]fje[
dedl]sed i[ a fgagme[jed ma[[eg� Pkblic healjh� dgimags cage� a[d hec][dags cage age ]fje[ []j
qell c]]gdi[ajed� M]ge]peg� familieh a[d h]cial [ejq]gkh ]f dajie[jh age gai[i[g ce[jge ajje[ji][
i[ jhe dg]pihi][ ]f cage a[d hkdd]gj j] ]pegc]me jhe lack ]f c]]gdi[ajed cage hegpiceh� The
fgagme[jed [ajkge ]f healjh hshjemh a[d jhe hjg][g dede[de[ce ][ i[f]gmal cage ih i[cgeahi[gls
pieqed ah dg]blemajic� becakhe ]f i[cgeahi[g [kmbegh ]f emdjs�[ehj ]ldeg de]dle a[d becakhe
]f i[f]gmal cagegipegh agi[g jhemhelpeh�

The dg]blemajic [ajkge ]f cage dg]pihi][ i[ C]l]mbia ih epe[ ggeajeg dke j] diffege[ceh i[
ge]ggadhs� climaje� ec][]mic depel]dme[j� ckljkgeh� d]hj�qag ihhkeh� a[d g]peg[a[ce� Thih
pagiejs makeh jhe jahk ]f imdg]pi[g a[d i[jeggaji[g healjh hegpiceh i[ C]l]mbia dagjicklagls
difficklj� a[d a[ imd]gja[j challe[ge f]g geheagch a[d d]lics� High fkalijs healjh hegpiceh a[d
h]cial hkdd]gj hshjemh f]g dajie[jh� qhich age qell alig[ed� a[d age alh] apailable i[ gkgal ageah�
ca[ f]gm m]ge effecjipe a[d lehh c]hjls healjh dg]pihi][ jha[ hshjemh i[ qhich hegpiceh age
fgagme[jed� Skch depel]dme[jh age fkgjheg hkdd]gjed bs jech[]l]gical adpa[ceh� qhich e[able
dajie[j i[f]gmaji][ j] be hhaged a[d cage j] be gipe[ fg]m a dihja[ce jhg]kgh jelem][ij]gi[g
a[d eHealjh�

I[jeggajed cage ah a dihcidli[e hah gai[ed mkch imd]gja[ce i[ gece[j seagh i[ imdg]pi[g cage i[
Wehjeg[ h]ciejieh� The mkljidle a[d ]fje[ c]mdler [eedh ]f jhe d]dklaji][ gefkigeh addg]acheh
jhaj erje[d bes][d jgadiji][al ackje edih]dic healjh cage a[d jhe hegpiceh ]f a[s hi[gle
]gga[ivaji][� jhes gefkige i[hjead i[[]pajipe dagj[eghhidh bejqee[ healjh a[d h]cial cage a[d
i[f]gmal cage� a[d jhe khe ]f jech[]l]gs� Tga[hlaji[g jhehe i[highjh j] jhe C]l]mbia[ c][jerj j]
bejjeg addgehh jhe cha[gi[g dema[d f]g healjhcage i[ C]l]mbia ih jhe mai[ aim f]g jhe geheagch
]f jhe PhD�ca[didaje�

M]ge hdecificalls� qe age i[jegehjed i[ geheagch�

¥Â¦ jhaj dehcgibeh a[d depel]dh i[[]pajipe i[jeggajed cage dehig[h f]g c]]gdi[ajed cage a[d
h]cial hkdd]gj f]g dajie[jh a[d jheig f]gmal a[d i[f]gmal cagegipegh

¥Ã¦ jhaj i[pehjigajeh h]q i[[]pajipe i[jeggajed cage dg]jecjh i[ C]l]mbia ca[ c][jgibkje j]
imdg]ped dajie[j healjh a[d qell�bei[g� a[d d]hijipe ]kjc]meh f]g f]gmal a[d i[f]gmal
cagegipegh

¥Ä¦ jhaj epalkajeh hdecific i[jeggajed cage dg]jecjh
¥Å¦ jhaj jga[hlajeh a[d gedehig[h jhe mai[ls �Wehjeg[� m]delh a[d jhe]gieh ][ i[jeggajed

cage j] fij jhe hdecific C]l]mbia[ c][jerjh�

We age b]jh i[jegehjed i[ geheagch i[ gkgal a[d [][�gkgal ageah� ah qell ah geheagch jhaj ][ls
f]ckheh ][ ]gga[ihaji][al dehig[h ]g geheagch jhaj embedh jech[]l]gs i[ i[jeggajed cage dehig[h�
Y]k ca[ emdl]s fka[jijajipe ]g fkalijajipe geheagch dehig[h ah qell ah mired mejh]dh dehig[h�


